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		Abstract

		Recent years have seen a sustained decline in the labor share around the world. This paper studies this trend by focusing on the effect of corporate income taxes on firm-level labor shares. From 2010 to 2013, the Chinese central government cut the corporate income tax rate in 21 cities for service firms whose revenue from outsourcing services offshore surpassed half of their total revenue. Leveraging a regression discontinuity design with proprietary administrative data, we find that a one percentage point decrease in the statutory corporate income tax rate induces a one percentage point decrease in the firm-level labor share. Firms respond to the tax cut by increasing their physical capital and bank borrowing while keeping their employment unchanged, consistent with a capital deepening process documented in recent theoretical models. Our results suggest that falling corporate income taxes could have contributed to the global decline in the labor share. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Corporate Income Tax Cut, Offshore Service Outsourcing Firms, Regression Discontinuity Design, Capital Deepening

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: H22, H25, H32, J31

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Li,  Bing and Liu,  Chang and Sun,  Stephen Teng, Do Corporate Income Tax Cuts Decrease Labor Share? Regression Discontinuity Evidence from China (November 12, 2017). Journal of Development Economics, Vol. 150, 2021,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=3709901 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3709901 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Bing Li

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Central University of Finance and Economics (CUFE) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					39 South College Road
Haidian District
Beijing, Beijing 100081
China

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Chang Liu (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Princeton University  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Princeton, NJ  08540
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				National Academy of Development and Strategy, Renmin University of China  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Room 806
Chongde West Building
Beijing, Beijing 100872
China

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Stephen Teng Sun

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				City University of Hong Kong (CityU) - Department of Economics and Finance  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					83 Tat Chee Avenue
Kowloon
Hong Kong

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				City University of Hong Kong (CityU) - Department of Accountancy  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					83 Tat Chee Avenue
Kowloon
Hong Kong
China

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      240

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			      942

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  233,740

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        4 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       70 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Corporate Finance: Governance, Corporate Control & Organization eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Finance: Governance, Corporate Control & Organization eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            3,252

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           34,097

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        RenÃ© M. Stulz at Ohio State University (OSU) - Department of Finance

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Macroeconomics: Production & Investment eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Macroeconomics: Production & Investment eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,449

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,631

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Political Economy: Taxation, Subsidies, & Revenue eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Political Economy: Taxation, Subsidies, & Revenue eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,174

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           13,481

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    International Corporate Finance eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                International Corporate Finance eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,029

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,594

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        RenÃ© M. Stulz at Ohio State University (OSU) - Department of Finance

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Labor: Personnel Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Labor: Personnel Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              670

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           13,540

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Microeconomics: Intertemporal Firm Choice & Growth, Investment, Financing, & Capacity eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Microeconomics: Intertemporal Firm Choice & Growth, Investment, Financing, & Capacity eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              571

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            6,927

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Institutions & Transition Economics: Microeconomic Issues eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Institutions & Transition Economics: Microeconomic Issues eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              562

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,946

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Erik BerglÃ¶f at Institute of Global Affairs, London School of Economics and Political Science

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.149 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
