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		Abstract

		In The Great Transformation (1944), Karl Polanyi described the modern era in terms of  the transformation of labor, land, and money into commodities, and the expansion of the market as the basic organizing principle of societyâ€”a transformation championed by liberal economic theory.  This transformation brought enormous social dislocation and mass poverty, while the wealthy benefited the most.  Polanyi opposed the nigh total destruction of traditional communities that had previously given meaning to peoplesâ€™ lives, and the dismal living conditions and economic insecurity of laboring masses that resulted. 

Central elements of Polanyiâ€™s account are playing out today across the terrain of Asian land disputes.  The modern incarnation of liberal economic theory is neoliberalism of the â€œWashington Consensus,â€� involving titling property, enforcing contracts, removing market restraints, and other reforms, promoted across the Global South in the name of economic development.  Special emphasis has been placed on the need for formal, individually held land titles, and free transferability.  In theory, this produces security, predictability, and certainty, transforms land into capital, allows property to serve as collateral for loans, and facilitates the transfer of land to more economically productive uses.  In location after location, however, the introduction of formal property rights has exacerbated uncertainty and insecurity over property, creating conflicts with customary land tenure and understandings in the community; people fear dispossession or are being dispossessed when their claim to the land is unrecognized or when governments appropriate land and transfer it to private enterprises for commercial uses.  All too often, the results have been socially unjust, enhancing the rich at the expense of the poor.  Nevertheless, the harmful consequences from land titling and expropriation is justified by governments and theorists as a necessary short-term price to pay to achieve long-term economic development.  

This essay is a commentary chapter for Land Law and Disputes in Asia: In Search of An Alternative for Development (forthcoming 2021), a collection of essays on land issues in Laos, Cambodia, Myanmar, Vietnam, China, Japan, Taiwan, and South Korea.  This essay begins with a brief description of Polanyiâ€™s thesis, then it discusses the chapters in connection with the following topics: Subsistence versus Productive Ideologies; Socialist Liberal Market Economies; State Expropriation of Land for Private Uses; The Survival of Community; State Law Monism versus Community Customary Law; The Fallacy of the Long Term View; Guidelines for Equitable Land Development. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Asian Law, Law and Development, Land Conflicts, Global South, Neo-Liberal Economics, Land Expropriation

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Tamanaha,  Brian Z., Asian Land Conflicts and the Great Transformation: Fallacy of the Law and Development Long-Term View (February 12, 2021). Washington University in St. Louis Legal Studies Research Paper No. 21-02-04,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=3786893
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Brian Z. Tamanaha (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Washington University in St. Louis - School of Law  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Campus Box 1120
St. Louis, MO  63130
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				       51

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			      306

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  696,866

		

		
	


	

	
		
			
				       16 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Washington University in St. Louis School of Law Legal Studies Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Washington University in St. Louis School of Law Legal Studies Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            5,484

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              704

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Scott Baker at Washington University in St. Louis - School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Law, Institutions & Development eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law, Institutions & Development eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,009

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,033

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Katharina Pistor at Columbia University School of Law, Kevin E. Davis at New York University School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Property, Land Use & Real Estate Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Property, Land Use & Real Estate Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              916

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            9,917

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Christopher Serkin at Vanderbilt Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Asian Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Asian Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              843

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,580

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Donald C. Clarke at George Washington University - Law School, Veronica L. Taylor at School of Regulation & Global Governance (RegNet)

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Law & Society: Private Law - Property eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law & Society: Private Law - Property eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              739

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            4,015

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Jayanth K. Krishnan at Indiana University Maurer School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Human Rights & the Global Economy eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Human Rights & the Global Economy eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              619

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           10,433

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Wendy E. Parmet at Northeastern University - School of Law, Martha F. Davis at Northeastern University - School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Economic Inequality & the Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Economic Inequality & the Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              519

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            6,133

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Chris William Sanchirico at University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Human Rights eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Human Rights eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                                5

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           29,660

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.063 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

