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		Abstract

		This paper is part of a symposium on my book, "Local Citizenship in a Global Age" (Cambridge University Press 2020).  The essay is a response to essays about the book by Prof. Eric Claeys and Prof. Sarah Schindler, and emphasizes the spatial dimension of citizenship as epitomized by the American suburb.  The suburb has always been defined by a paradox.  It is on one hand a symbol of equality and the American dream, but on the other hand, class and racial segregation are indispensable components of the suburb's appeal.  Likewise, citizenship in the United States has been defined by a similar tension between equality and closure.  Citizens are practically defined against those who are non-citizens, but in the American political tradition we have recoiled against the idea that some people should be treated less favorably than others because they are noncitizens.  This essay explores that paradox in both contexts and concludes that the search for "closure" is futile because we can never wall off uncertainty and change.  Far better to expand our conception of community to embrace change and aspire towards a more equal society.
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