

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
							
								
								Copy DOI
								

							

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	The Economics of Social Data

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
                    Bergemann, D., Bonatti, A. and Gan, T. (2022), The economics of social data. The RAND Journal of Economics, 53: 263-296.
 
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			57 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 27 Sep 2019
		
			Last revised: 29 Sep 2022
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Dirk BergemannDirk Bergemann
Yale University - Cowles Foundation - Department of Economics; Yale University - Cowles Foundation
Alessandro Bonatti
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) - Sloan School of Management
Tan Gan
Yale University - Department of Economics


		

	
	
	
	
	


	
	
		
			[image: Multiple version icon]There are 2 versions of this paper
		
	


	
		
		

		
			
				

				
					

					
						
							
						

						
							
								
									The Economics of Social Data

								
							
							
							
								Bergemann, D., Bonatti, A. and Gan, T. (2022), The economics of social data. The RAND Journal of Economics, 53: 263-296.
							

							
							
								
									Number of pages: 57
								
								
									Posted: 27 Sep 2019
								
								
									Last Revised: 29 Sep 2022
								
							

							
							
								
								You are currently viewing this paper
							

							
						

						
							
							Downloads
							  649
							
						

					

					
					

					
						
							
						

						
							
								
									The Economics of Social Data: An Introduction
									

								
							
							
							
								Cowles Foundation Discussion Paper No. 2171 (2019)
							

							
							
								
									Number of pages: 12
								
								
									Posted: 27 Mar 2019
								
								
									Last Revised: 01 Oct 2019
								
							

							
						

						
							
							Downloads
							  437
							
						

					

					
				

			

		

	

	


	
	
	
	
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: September 25, 2019

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		A data intermediary acquires signals from individual consumers regarding their preferences. The intermediary resells the information in a product market wherein firms and consumers tailor their choices to the demand data. The social dimension of the individual data---whereby a consumer's data are predictive of others' behavior---generates a data externality that can reduce the intermediary's cost of acquiring the information. The intermediary optimally preserves the privacy of consumers' identities if and only if doing so increases social surplus. This policy enables the intermediary to capture the total value of the information as the number of consumers becomes large. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Social data, Personal information, Consumer privacy, Privacy paradox, Data intermediaries, Data externality, Data flow, Data policy, Data rights

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: D44, D82, D83

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Bergemann,  Dirk and Bonatti,  Alessandro and Gan,  Tan, The Economics of Social Data (September 25, 2019). Bergemann, D., Bonatti, A. and Gan, T. (2022), The economics of social data. The RAND Journal of Economics, 53: 263-296.,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=3459796 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3459796 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Dirk Bergemann (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Yale University - Cowles Foundation - Department of Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					28 Hillhouse Ave
New Haven, CT  06520-8268
United States
203-432-3592 (Phone)
203-432-2128 (Fax)

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.econ.yale.edu/~dirk/
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: Yale University - Cowles Foundation]
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Yale University - Cowles Foundation 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Box 208281
New Haven, CT  06520-8281
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Alessandro Bonatti

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) - Sloan School of Management]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) - Sloan School of Management  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					100 Main Street
E62-416
Cambridge, MA  02142
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Tan Gan

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Yale University - Department of Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					28 Hillhouse Ave
New Haven, CT  06520-8268
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      649

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    3,537

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			   37,584

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        8 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       32 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Microeconomics: Search; Learning; Information Costs & Specific Knowledge; Expectation & Speculation eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Microeconomics: Search; Learning; Information Costs & Specific Knowledge; Expectation & Speculation eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              797

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,027

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    International Political Economy: Globalization eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                International Political Economy: Globalization eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               85

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,663

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.086 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
