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		Abstract

		In comparative work on judicial review in new democracies, the Taiwan Constitutional Court (TCC) has been portrayed as an instance of judicial activism in light of the process of democratisation. In our story of the TCC, we shed new light on the theme of judicial activism and democratisation. Situated in the 70-year-old TCCâ€™s institutional continuity, its journey to an activist court turns out to be a story of judicial bootstrapping. We start with the accidental rebirth of the TCC on Taiwan, which lent timely constitutional cover to a struggling constitutional dictatorship in the 1950s. Through judicial bootstrapping in the mid-1980s, the TCC eventually redeems itself as an activist constitution guardian. Our story suggests that even a semblance of judicial review under a nominal constitution can be an asset to the political transition to democracy. We conclude with reflections on the TCCâ€™s new challenges and its future role in post-democratisation Taiwan. 
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