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		Abstract

		Some commentators have theorized that modern enforcement has swung back and forth between extremes in response to changes in political leadership in the federal antitrust agencies and that there is little continuity of viewpoints between the extremes of the arc.  Using enforcement data from 1961 through 2004, the first section of the paper  reveals that the assumptions underlying these theories are faulty.  In reality, there was a seismic shift in antitrust theory in the 1960s and early 1970s that courts began to adopt in the mid 1970s.  The paper demonstrates that while antitrust agencies lagged in adjusting to these developments, they eventually changed in the 1980s to a new course on which they have basically remained, with relatively minor adjustments.  The enforcement that followed has built upon the positive contributions of earlier periods; the cumulative effect has been a bipartisan and widely shared vision of appropriate policy.    

The second section of the paper derives lessons about policymaking from antitrust enforcement experience in recent decades.  Developments in economic learning and changes in industrial conditions or technology are important guideposts to ensure that competition policy does not veer off into ineffective or harmful backwaters.  Despite evolving economic scholarship that undermined the theoretical support for certain types of cases, the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) in the 1970s continued on a misguided course regarding dominant firm misconduct, vertical distribution restraints, and the treatment of merger efficiencies.  In addition to these weaknesses in enforcement theories, the paper also identifies administrative errors by the FTC during this period.  The agency took on many more complex cases than it could execute well, even if those cases had not also had doctrinal difficulties.      The paper concludes by suggesting practical approaches that government agencies, and, more specifically, the FTC should take to improve the quality of competition policy.  It argues that agencies need to reassess their status continually by analyzing the effects of previous actions and making adjustments, if necessary, and by keeping abreast of developments in theory and evidence. Agencies must also engage in what can be called "competition policy research and development" to increase their intellectual capital and inform the competition policy community about important developments.  Finally, they must evaluate the potential long-term institutional impact of their actions and ensure that they are not diminishing their future capabilities. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Antitrust, Federal Trade Commission, Economic History

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: K21, L4, L44, N42

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Muris,  Timothy J., How History Can Inform Practice in Modern U.S. Competition Policy (2004).  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=545184 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.545184 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Timothy J. Muris (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
					
					[image: George Mason University, Antonin Scalia Law School]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				George Mason University, Antonin Scalia Law School  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					3301 Fairfax Drive
Arlington, VA  22201
United States
703-993-9421 (Phone)
703-993-8088 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      419

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    3,656

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  128,822

		

		
	


	

	
		
			
				       24 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Antonin Scalia Law School, George Mason University, Law & Economics Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Antonin Scalia Law School, George Mason University, Law & Economics Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            4,833

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            1,178

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        J. Shahar Dillbary at George Mason University - Antonin Scalia Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    IO: Regulation, Antitrust & Privatization eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                IO: Regulation, Antitrust & Privatization eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              999

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           22,847

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    U.S. Administrative Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                U.S. Administrative Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              984

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            6,753

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        William Funk at Lewis & Clark Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Antitrust: Antitrust Law & Policy eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Antitrust: Antitrust Law & Policy eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              850

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,078

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        John Shepard Wiley Jr. at Independent

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.080 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
