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		Abstract

		How does partisan regulation of political markets affect elections? We investigate how the partisan control of ballot format, which is expressly regulated - often to the apparent advantage of incumbents and major parties - in all U.S. states, affects voting. Through the analysis of a unique natural experiment, we focus specifically on the longstanding question of whether the name order of candidates on ballots affects election outcomes. Since 1975, California law has mandated randomizing the ballot order with a lottery. Previous studies, relying overwhelmingly on observational data, have yielded largely conflicting results. Using improved statistical methods, our analysis of statewide elections from 1978 to 2002 reveals that ballot order might have changed the winner in twelve percent of all primary races, including major and minor party races. We propose that all electoral jurisdictions should randomize ballot order to minimize ballot effects, and show that randomization may be substantially more cost-effective at reducing voting bias than currently proposed voting technology reforms. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: ballots, elections, causal inference, natural experiment, randomization, fisher test, partisan cue

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: C90, D72, K00

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Ho,  Daniel E. and Imai,  Kosuke, The Impact of Partisan Electoral Regulation: Ballot Effects from the California Alphabet Lottery, 1978-2002 (October 28, 2004).  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=496863 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.496863 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Daniel E. Ho (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
					
					[image: Stanford Law School]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Stanford Law School  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					559 Nathan Abbott Way
Stanford, CA  94305-8610
United States
650-723-9560 (Phone)

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://dho.stanford.edu
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Kosuke Imai

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Princeton University - Department of Political Science  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Corwin Hall
Princeton, NJ  08544-1012
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      327

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    4,419

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  169,692

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        3 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       55 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Princeton University Program in Law & Public Policy Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Princeton University Program in Law & Public Policy Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            6,485

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              243

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Kim Lane Scheppele at Princeton School of Public and International Affairs, Princeton University, Anna Offit at Princeton University - Program in Law & Public Policy

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Harvard Law School, Public Law & Legal Theory Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Harvard Law School, Public Law & Legal Theory Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            5,542

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              991

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Carol S. Steiker at Harvard Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Behavioral & Experimental Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Behavioral & Experimental Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              943

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           18,700

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Victor Ricciardi at Ursinus College

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Empirical Studies eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Empirical Studies eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              659

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,793

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Behavioral Law and Economics

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Christine Jolls
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Behavioral Law and Economics

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Christine Jolls
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Debiasing Through Law

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Christine Jolls
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Cass R. Sunstein
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Debiasing Through Law

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Christine Jolls
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Cass R. Sunstein
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Status Quo Bias and Contract Default Rules

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Russell B. Korobkin
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Creating Convergence: Debiasing Biased Litigants

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Linda Babcock, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        George Loewenstein, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Law of Implicit Bias

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Cass R. Sunstein
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Christine Jolls
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Legal Regulation of Self-Serving Bias

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Ward Farnsworth
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Identifying the Effects of the Americans with Disabilities Act Using State-Law Variation: Preliminary Evidence on Educational Participation Effects

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Christine Jolls
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Identifying the Effects of the Americans with Disabilities Act Using State-Law Variation: Preliminary Evidence on Educational Participation Effects

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Christine Jolls
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.105 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
