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		This paper has three objectives. The first is to discuss the major issues involved in defining and measuring child poverty. The choices that must be made are clarified, and a set of six principles to serve as a guide for public policy are stated. The second objective is to take stock of child poverty and changes in child poverty in the majority of OECD countries since about 1990 when the Convention on the Rights of the Child came into force. Finally, the third objective is to formulate a number of suggestions for the setting of credible targets for the elimination of child poverty in the rich countries. This involves a method for embodying the ideal of children having priority on social resources into a particular set of child poverty reduction targets, it involves the development of appropriate and timely information sources, and finally it involves the clarification of feasible targets that may vary across the OECD. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: I30, I32, I38

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: poverty, children, social policy

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Corak,  Miles, Principles and Practicalities for Measuring Child Poverty in the Rich Countries (April 2005).  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=714941 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.714941 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Miles Corak (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Statistics Canada  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Family and Labour Studies
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0T6
Canada
613-951-9047 (Phone)
613-951-5403 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Ottawa 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					2292 Edwin Crescent
Ottawa, Ontario K2C 1H7
Canada

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: IZA Institute of Labor Economics]
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				IZA Institute of Labor Economics 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					P.O. Box 7240
Bonn, D-53072
Germany

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      910

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    2,969

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			   48,164

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        7 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       51 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    IZA Institute of Labor Economics Discussion Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                IZA Institute of Labor Economics Discussion Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            7,205

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           16,413

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Klaus F. Zimmermann at Global Labor Organization (GLO), Marco Caliendo at University of Potsdam

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Poverty, Income Distribution & Income Assistance eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Poverty, Income Distribution & Income Assistance eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              931

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            2,081

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Peter B. Edelman at Georgetown University Law Center, Timothy M. (Tim) Smeeding at Robert M. La Follette School of Public Affairs, University of Wisconsin - Madison

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Labor: Demographics & Economics of the Family eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Labor: Demographics & Economics of the Family eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              732

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           17,162

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Political Economy - Development: International Development Efforts & Strategies eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Political Economy - Development: International Development Efforts & Strategies eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               54

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            6,252

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Poverty Research eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Poverty Research eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                                3

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           10,521

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        A Portrait of Child Poverty in Germany

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Miles Corak, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Michael Fertig, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Impact of Tax and Transfer Systems on Children in the European Union

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Miles Corak, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Christine Lietz, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Child Poverty and Changes in Child Poverty in Rich Countries Since 1990

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Wen-hao Chen
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Miles Corak
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Absolute and Relative Deprivation and the Measurement of Poverty

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Jean-yves Duclos
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Philippe Gregoire
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            International Migration and Migration Policy in Denmark

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Peder J. Pedersen
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Nina Smith
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Immigration in a High Unemployment Economy: The Recent Danish Experience

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Peder J. Pedersen
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Subjective Well-Being and Relative Deprivation: An Empirical Link

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Conchita D'ambrosio
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Joachim R. Frick
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.109 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
