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		This paper deals with recent proposals concerning temporary immigration visas as a means to combat the problem of illegal immigration. We set up a simple two-period model of international migration between a poor South and a rich North with temporary visas issued for one period.  Because of capital market imperfections, immigrants from the South face additional capital costs when financing the visa fee. In this model we find that temporary visas can improve welfare in the North if capital costs of the immigrants are sufficiently low. For high capital costs, however, a welfare reduction can not be ruled out. We extend the model to the case of heterogeneous immigrants and asymmetric information. In this setting we show that the government in the North may have an incentive to issue temporary visas for those with low capital costs and to tolerate illegal immigration of the others. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: illegal immigration, visa policy

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: F22, H27, O15

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Heimbuechel,  Karen and Lorz,  Oliver, Temporary Immigration Visas (February 23, 2007).  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=964858 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.964858 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Karen Heimbuechel

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				RWTH Aachen University  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Aachen
Germany
++49-241-8093933 (Phone)
++49-241-80693931 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Oliver Lorz (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				RWTH Aachen University  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Templergraben 55
D-52056 Aachen, 52056
Germany

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      153

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    1,643

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  347,959

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        1 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       17 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Public Economics: Miscellaneous Issues eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Public Economics: Miscellaneous Issues eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,245

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            4,376

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    European Economics: Labor & Social Conditions eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                European Economics: Labor & Social Conditions eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,074

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           13,027

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Marco Da Rin at Tilburg University, Department of Finance, Francesco Giavazzi at University of Bocconi - Innocenzo Gasparini Institute for Economic Research (IGIER)National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER)

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Labor: Demographics & Economics of the Family eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Labor: Demographics & Economics of the Family eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              733

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           17,151

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Immigration, Refugee & Citizenship Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Immigration, Refugee & Citizenship Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              674

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,723

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Kevin R. Johnson at University of California, Davis - School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Law & Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law & Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              490

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           14,572

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Ronald J. Gilson at Stanford Law School, A. Mitchell Polinsky at Stanford Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Smuggling Humans: A Theory of Debt-Financed Migration

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Guido Friebel
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Sergei Guriev
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Smuggling Humans: A Theory of Debt-Financed Migration

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Guido Friebel
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Sergei Guriev
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        A Theory of Immigration Amnesties

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Gil S. Epstein
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Avi Weiss
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            A Theory of Immigration Amnesties

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Gil S. Epstein
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Avi Weiss
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Social Harmony at the Boundaries of the Welfare State: Immigrants and Social Transfers

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Gil S. Epstein
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Arye L. Hillman
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Modern Slavery as a Management Practice: Exploring the Conditions and Capabilities for Human Exploitation

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Andrew Crane
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.090 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
