

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	A Path Out: Prescription Drug Abuse, Treatment, and Suicide

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
                    IZA Discussion Paper No. 11391
 
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			58 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 2 Apr 2018
		
			Last revised: 13 Sep 2022
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Mark BorgschulteMark Borgschulte
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign - Department of Economics
Adriana Corredor-Waldron
Princeton University - School of Public and International Affairs
Guillermo Marshall
University of British Columbia (UBC) - Sauder School of Business


		

	
	
	
	
	


	
	
		
			[image: Multiple version icon]There are 2 versions of this paper
		
	


	
		
		

		
			
				

				
					

					
						
							
						

						
							
								
									A Path Out: Prescription Drug Abuse, Treatment, and Suicide
									

								
							
							
							
								
									Number of pages: 56
								
								
									Posted: 06 Oct 2016
								
								
									Last Revised: 29 Apr 2020
								
							

							
						

						
							
							Downloads
							  112
							
						

					

					
					

					
						
							
						

						
							
								
									A Path Out: Prescription Drug Abuse, Treatment, and Suicide

								
							
							
							
								IZA Discussion Paper No. 11391
							

							
							
								
									Number of pages: 58
								
								
									Posted: 02 Apr 2018
								
								
									Last Revised: 13 Sep 2022
								
							

							
							
								
								You are currently viewing this paper
							

							
						

						
							
							Downloads
							   41
							
						

					

					
				

			

		

	

	


	
	
	
	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		In this paper we investigate the dual role of supply restrictions and drug treatment in combating the concurrent rise of opioid abuse and suicide in the United States over the last two decades. We find that supply-side interventions decrease suicides in places with strong addiction-help networks, implying that prescription drug abuse is associated with an inherent risk of suicide. Our findings support an important role for access to treatment services in policies designed to combat the opioid epidemic. 
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