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		Abstract

		This paper develops a framework to analyze the relationship between the diffusion of new technologies and the decentralization decisions of firms.  Centralized control relies on the information of the principal, which we equate with publicly available information.  However, the manager can use her informational advantage to make choices that are not in the best interest of the principal.  As the available public information about the specific technology increases, the trade-off shifts in favor of centralization.  We show that firms closer to the technological frontier, firms in more heterogeneous environments and younger firms are more likely to choose decentralization.  Using three datasets of French and British firms in the 1990s we report robust correlations consistent with these predictions. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Acemoglu,  Daron and Aghion,  Philippe and Lelarge,  Claire and Lelarge,  Claire and Van Reenen,  John Michael and Zilibotti,  Fabrizio and Zilibotti,  Fabrizio, Technology, Information and the Decentralization of the Firm (May 2006). NBER Working Paper No. w12206,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=900991
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Daron Acemoglu (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) - Department of Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					50 Memorial Drive
Room E52-380b
Cambridge, MA  02142
United States
617-253-1927 (Phone)
617-253-1330 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					London
United Kingdom

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Philippe Aghion

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				College de France and London School of Economics and Political Science, Fellow  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					London
United Kingdom

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					London
United Kingdom

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Claire Lelarge

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Paris-Saclay  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					55 Avenue de Paris
Versailles, 78000
France

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Banque de France - Economic Study and Research Division  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					31, rue Croix des Petits Champs
75049 Paris Cedex 01
FRANCE

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://https://sites.google.com/site/clairelelargeeconomics/
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					London
United Kingdom

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						John Michael Van Reenen

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				London School of Economics - Centre for Economic Performance (CEP)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Houghton Street
London WC2A 2AE
United Kingdom
+44 20 7955 6976 (Phone)
+44 20 7955 6848 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					7 Ridgmount Street
London, WC1E 7AE
United Kingdom
+44 20 7240 6740 (Phone)
+44 20 7240 6136 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					London
United Kingdom

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Fabrizio Zilibotti

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					London
United Kingdom

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Yale University  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					493 College St
New Haven, CT CT 06520
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				       60

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    4,335

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  146,125

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	       47 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       49 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    NBER Working Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                NBER Working Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                           12,244

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           32,680

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Entrepreneurship, Innovation, & Growth eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Entrepreneurship, Innovation, & Growth eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,645

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            7,229

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    European Finance eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                European Finance eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,628

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           14,891

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        John A. Doukas at Old Dominion University - Strome College of Business

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    IO: Productivity, Innovation & Technology eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                IO: Productivity, Innovation & Technology eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,060

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           29,171

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Development of Innovation eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Development of Innovation eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              471

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,780

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Economics of Innovation eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Economics of Innovation eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              342

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           20,487

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Diffusion of Innovation eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Diffusion of Innovation eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              333

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            3,919

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Innovation & Management Science eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Innovation & Management Science eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              278

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            7,431

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Technology, Information and the Decentralization of the Firm

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Daron Acemoglu, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Philippe Aghion, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Technology, Information and the Decentralization of the Firm

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Daron Acemoglu, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Philippe Aghion, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Identifying Technology Spillovers and Product Market Rivalry

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Nicholas Bloom, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Mark A. Schankerman, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Identifying Technology Spillovers and Product Market Rivalry

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Nicholas Bloom, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Mark A. Schankerman, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Identifying Technology Spillovers and Product Market Rivalry

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Nicholas Bloom, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Mark A. Schankerman, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Flattening Firm and Product Market Competition

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Maria Guadalupe
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Julie Wulf
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Flattening Firm and Product Market Competition: The Effect of Trade Liberalization

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Maria Guadalupe
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Julie Wulf
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Flattening Firm and Product Market Competition: The Effect of Trade Liberalization

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Maria Guadalupe
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Julie Wulf
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Distinct Effects of Information Technology and Communication Technology on Firm Organization

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Nicholas Bloom, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Luis Garicano, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Return to Knowledge Hierarchies

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Luis Garicano
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Thomas N. Hubbard
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.245 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

