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		Abstract

		This chapter reviews the literature on employment and labor law. The goal of the review is to understand why every jurisdiction in the world has extensive employment law, particularly employment protection law, while most economic analysis of the law suggests that less employment protection would enhance welfare. The review has three parts. The first part discusses the structure of the common law and the evolution of employment protection law. The second part discusses the economic theory of contract. Finally, the empirical literature on employment and labor law is reviewed. I conclude that many aspects of employment law are consistent with the economic theory of contract - namely, that contracts are written and enforced to enhance ex ante match efficiency in the presence of asymmetric information and relationship specific investments. In contrast, empirical labor market research focuses upon ex post match efficiency in the face of an exogenous productivity shock. Hence, in order to understand the form and structure of existing employment law we need better empirical tools to assess the ex ante benefits of employment contracts. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			MacLeod,  William Bentley, Great Expectations: Law, Employment Contracts, and Labor Market Performance (June 2010). NBER Working Paper No. w16048,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1620765
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						William Bentley MacLeod (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Princeton University  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.wbmacleod.edu
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Columbia University - Department of Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					420 W. 118th Street
New York, NY  10027
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: IZA Institute of Labor Economics]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				IZA Institute of Labor Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					P.O. Box 7240
Bonn, D-53072
Germany

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				       44

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			      591

		

		
		
	


	

	
		
			
				      219 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    NBER Working Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                NBER Working Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                           12,244

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           32,680

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    New Institutional Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                New Institutional Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            2,307

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            6,236

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Mary M. Shirley at The Ronald Coase Institute, Michael E. Sykuta at University of Missouri at Columbia - Division of Applied Social SciencesUniversity of Missouri at Columbia - Contracting and Organizations Research Institute (CORI)

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Contracts & Commercial Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Contracts & Commercial Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,423

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,067

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        George G. Triantis at Stanford Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Employment Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Employment Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              965

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,485

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        J. H. Verkerke at University of Virginia School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Microeconomics: Welfare Economics & Collective Decision-Making eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Microeconomics: Welfare Economics & Collective Decision-Making eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              767

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           17,123

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Labor: Public Policy & Regulation eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Labor: Public Policy & Regulation eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              698

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           13,957

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        What Do Unions Do ... To Voting?

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Richard B. Freeman
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        What Do Unions Do?: The 2004 M-Brane Stringtwister Edition

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Richard B. Freeman
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Analysis of Union Behavior

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Henry S. Farber
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Strikes, Scabs and Tread Separations: Labor Strife and the Production of Defective Bridgestone/Firestone Tires

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Alan B. Krueger
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Alexandre Mas
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Strikes, Scabs and Tread Separations: Labor Strife and the Production of Defective Bridgestone/Firestone Tires

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Alan B. Krueger
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Alexandre Mas
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            What Do Unions Do for Economic Performance?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Barry T. Hirsch
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Unions, Dynamism, and Economic Performance

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Barry T. Hirsch
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Unions and Innovation: A Survey of the Theory and Empirical Evidence

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Naercio Menezes-filho
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        John Van Reenen
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Do Unions Make Enterprises Insolvent?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Richard B. Freeman
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Morris M. Kleiner
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            How Industrial Relations Affects Plant Performance: The Case of Commercial Aircraft Manufacturing

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Morris M. Kleiner, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Jonathan S. Leonard, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.110 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

