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		Abstract

		We study one aspect of the link between welfare and unwed motherhood: the relationship between benefit levels and the time-to-first-marriage and time-to-next-birth among women whose first" child was born out of wedlock.  We use twin births to generate effectively random variation in welfare benefits among mothers within a state, which allows us to control for unobservable characteristics of states that typically confound the relationship between welfare payments and behavior.  The twins approach yields evidence that higher base levels of welfare benefits: (1) lead initially unwed white mothers to forestall their eventual marriage; and (2) lead initially unwed black mothers to hasten their next birth.  The magnitudes of these effects are small, however.  Moreover, we find no evidence that the incremental benefit paid upon the birth of an additional child affects fertility. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Grogger,  Jeffrey T. and Bronars,  Stephen G., The Effect of Welfare Payments on the Marriage and Fertility Behavior of Unwed Mothers: Results from a Twins Experiment (May 1997). NBER Working Paper No. w6047,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=226457
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Jeffrey T. Grogger (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Chicago - Harris School of Public Policy  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1155 East 60th Street
Chicago, IL  60637
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Stephen G. Bronars

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				University of Texas at Austin  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Austin, TX  78712
United States
512-475-8529 (Phone)
Not available (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				       37

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    1,263

		

		
		
	


	

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    NBER Working Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                NBER Working Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                           12,243

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           32,655

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Public Economics: Publicly Provided Goods eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Public Economics: Publicly Provided Goods eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,291

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            2,314

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Sustainability & Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Sustainability & Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              874

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           27,568

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Health & the Economy eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Health & the Economy eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              556

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            4,161

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Labor Supply Response to the Earned Income Tax Credit

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Nada Eissa
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Jeffrey B. Liebman
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Welfare, the Earned Income Tax Credit, and the Labor Supply of Single Mothers

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Bruce D. Meyer
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Dan T. Rosenbaum
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Earned Income Tax Credit

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    V. Joseph Hotz
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    John Karl Scholz
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Earned Income Tax Credit and the Labor Supply of Married Couples

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Nada Eissa
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Hilary Williamson Hoynes
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Evaluating Welfare Reform in the United States

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Rebecca M. Blank
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            What Causes Public Assistance Caseloads to Grow?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Rebecca M. Blank
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            What Has Welfare Reform Accomplished?  Impacts on Welfare Participation, Employment, Income, Poverty, and Family Structure

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Robert F. Schoeni
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Rebecca M. Blank
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Effects of Time Limits and Other Policy Changes on Welfare Use, Work, and Income Among Female-Headed Families

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Jeffrey Grogger
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Financial Incentives for Increasing Work and Income Among Low-Income Families

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Rebecca M. Blank, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        David Card, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Making Single Mothers Work: Recent Tax and Welfare Policy and its Effects

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Bruce D. Meyer
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Dan T. Rosenbaum
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.109 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

