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		Abstract

		Geographical imbalances in the health workforce have been a consistent feature of nearly all health systems, and especially in developing countries. In this paper we investigate the willingness to work in a rural area among final year nursing and medical students in Ethiopia. Analyzing data obtained from contingent valuation questions, we find that household consumption and the student's motivation to help the poor, which is our proxy for intrinsic motivation, are the main determinants of willingness to work in a rural area. We investigate who is willing to help the poor and find that women are significantly more likely than men. Other variables, including a rich set of psychosocial characteristics, are not significant. Finally, we carry out some simulation on how much it would cost to make the entire cohort of starting nurses and doctors choose to take up a rural post. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: health care delivery, health workers, labour supply, public service

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: D1, J22, J64

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	

























    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Serneels,  Pieter M. and Lindelow,  Magnus and Garcia-Montalvo,  Jose and Barr,  Abigail Margaret, For Public Service or Money: Understanding Geographical Imbalances in the Health Workforce in Ethiopia. Health Policy and Planning, Forthcoming, UPF Working Paper Series,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1002563
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Pieter M. Serneels

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Oxford - Centre for the Study of African Economies (CSAE)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Oxford OX1 3UL
United Kingdom

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Magnus Lindelow

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				World Bank  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1818 H Street, N.W.
Washington, DC  20433
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Jose Garcia-Montalvo (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Universitat Pompeu Fabra - Department of Economics and Business (DEB)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Barcelona, 08005
Spain

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Abigail Margaret Barr

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				University of Nottingham  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					University Park
Nottingham, NG7 2RD
United Kingdom

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				       73

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    1,670

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  583,540

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        1 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       53 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Health Care Delivery & Financing eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Health Care Delivery & Financing eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              880

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            1,890

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Katherine Swartz at Harvard School of Public Health, Harvard University, Timothy Stoltzfus Jost at Washington and Lee University - School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Demand & Supply in Health Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Demand & Supply in Health Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              621

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            2,106

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Behavioralist Meets the Market: Measuring Social Preferences and Reputation Effects in Actual Transactions

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    John A. List
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Do People Behave in Experiments as in the Field? - Evidence from Donations

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Matthias Benz
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Stephan Meier
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Do Social Preferences Increase Productivity? Field Experimental Evidence from Fishermen in Toyama Bay

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Erika Seki
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Jeffrey P. Carpenter
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Cooperativeness and Impatience in the Tragedy of the Commons

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Ernst Fehr
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Andreas Leibbrandt
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Cooperativeness and Impatience in the Tragedy of the Commons

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Ernst Fehr
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Andreas Leibbrandt
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Can We Infer Social Preferences from the Lab? Evidence from the Trust Game

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Nicole M. Baran, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Paola Sapienza, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Are Preferences Stable Across Domains? An Experimental Investigation of Social Preferences in the Field

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Angela C. M. De Oliveira, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Rachel T. A. Croson, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Competitive Work Environments and Social Preferences: Field Experimental Evidence from a Japanese Fishing Community

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Erika Seki
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Jeffrey P. Carpenter
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Promise and Success of Lab-Field Generalizability in Experimental Economics: A Critical Reply to Levitt and List

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Colin Camerer
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.109 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

