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		Abstract

		Mabel Freer was a white British woman born in India. In 1936 she sailed to Australia and was twice refused entry after being set a dictation test - in Italian. Robertson, with Hohmann and Stewart, examine this neglected tale as a symptomatic event in the history of the dictation test, the central tool of the White Australia Policy. They also find that this apparatus of exclusion for a well known reason, race, was hijacked in this case to exclude for different and hidden reasons. These appear to have been the opposition of both families to her planned marriage to her travelling companion, an army lieutenant, and fear by officers of the imperial army that their womanising in India (where adultery and enticement were crimes) would be revealed. This is also a story of governmental inertia, its defeat by some good lawyers combined with a press campaign for a white lady, and of changing Australian identity. 
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