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		Abstract

		Rural protest leaders in China play a number of roles.  Among others, they lead the charge, shape collective claims, recruit activists and mobilize the public, devise and orchestrate acts of contention, and organize cross-community efforts.  Protest leaders emerge in two main ways.  Long-time public figures initiate popular action on their own or in response to requests from other villagers; ordinary villagers evolve into protest leaders when efforts to seek redress for a personal grievance fail.  Rural officials sometimes attempt to co-opt or buy off protest leaders, but more often turn to repression.  Although cracking down may inhibit further contention, at other times it firms up the determination of protest leaders and makes them more prone to adopt confrontational tactics, partly by enhancing their popular support, partly by increasing the costs of withdrawal. 
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