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		Abstract

		This article presents the arguments of the Women's Legal Education and Action Fund (LEAF) on the issue of retroactive child support.  It argues that the systemic inequality experienced by women both prior to and after separation must not be exacerbated by an interpretation of the legislative child support regime that fails to recognize the feminization of poverty associated with the caregiving of children.  By considering the family law case of D.B.S. v. S.R.G. and the legislative history of the child support regime, the authors contend that the Alberta Court of Appeal's progressive approach regarding the automatic calculation of child support best supports women's equality.  The Court of Appeal's approach in D.B.S. is grounded in the principles of statutory interpretation, it is in accordance with the equality guarantee of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, and it complies with international human rights obligations.  The D.B.S. approach is contrasted with another line of reasoning in the jurisprudence that is more restrictive in its recalculation of child support and, accordingly, contributes to women's inequality.  The article concludes by endorsing the D.B.S. approach, acknowledging the perils of reprivatization and critiquing the Supreme Court of Canada's recent decision in this case. 
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