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		Abstract

		Child obesity is a growing cause for concern in both North America and the United Kingdom. Despite a number of initiatives to tackle the problem, rates of childhood obesity continue to rise on both sides of the Atlantic. Nowhere is the problem more acute than the UK, which is believed to have the fastest-growing rate of obesity in the developed world. In 2001, 23 per cent of British women and 21 per cent of British men were obese, compared to 8 per cent of women and 6 per cent of men in 1980. Childhood obesity has almost doubled since the mid 1980s. Indeed, between 1996 and 2001, the proportion of overweight children aged 6 to 15 years old increased by 7 per cent, whilst the International Obesity Task Force (IOTF), has warned that over 40 per cent of the UK population could be obese "within a generation". This paper examines the changes in English education law which have facilitated this increase in obesity rates, and considers too the changes which have recently been made or are currently under consideration in order to try to reverse the trend. 
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