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		In a narrow and contentious 4:3 decision in the appeal case of Chaoulli v. Quebec (Atttorney General), the Supreme Court of Canada has struck down Quebec laws prohibiting the sale of private health insurance on the basis that they violate Quebec's Charter of Human Rights and Freedoms. This paper provides critical comment on the reasoning of the Court's decision and highlights some key difficulties of the decision as illustrated through experiences in other OECD countries. The paper concludes with the possible implications of the Chaoulli decision moving forward finding that without a flourishing private sector the right to purchase private insurance is meaningless, as such the real effect of this decision is to protect an empty right. 
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