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		The existing modest body of European tort law is, by necessity, an organically grown set of various rules, entered into force as a result of piecemeal legislative effort, sometimes of a contradictory nature in practice, and always lacking the dogmatic depths and overarching aspirations that national systems of private law tend to have. Working with this material necessitates a compartmentalized approach. By addressing  the policy issues involved in each of these torts one by one, the European Union can make harmonized tort law more attainable.      

Rather than discussing the intricacies of tort theory, the quest should be aimed at finding a concrete balance between the interests of those involved in specific torts - businesses, consumers, and the insurance industry. In this paper I try to demonstrate that such an approach would take us away from projects aimed at restating 'Principles' and would lead to a more compartmentalized  approach. Social and cultural divergence and differences in domestic preferences in the tort area do not necessarily exclude some level of harmonization in concrete 'tort files' as long as there is the political will and perceived need for harmonization. This paper identifies a number of torts that seem more ready for harmonization than others. 
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