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		This paper studies the problem of self-enforcing constitutions, addressing the question, how do some constitutions provide incentives for political officials to abide by the constraints announced in the constitution? To understand the mechanisms underlying successful constitutions, the paper begins by exploring a simple society facing the dilemma of policing the government: a sovereign, who controls the government, and two citizens. It then moves to a discussion of how constitutions are often formed out of crises, with some more detailed discussion of two main examples: England's Glorious Revolution of 1688 and the U.S. Constitution. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Weingast,  Barry R., The Constitutional Dilemma of Economic Liberty (2005). Journal of Economic Perspectives, Vol. 19, No. 3, Summer 2005,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1153431
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Barry R. Weingast (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Stanford University, Department of Political Science  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Stanford, CA  94305-6010
United States
650-723-0497 (Phone)
650-723-1808 (Fax)

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://https://www.stanford.edu/group/mcnollgast/cgi-bin/wordpress/
				

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      168

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    1,614

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  322,388

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        5 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       26 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Political Institutions: Constitutions eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Political Institutions: Constitutions eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              421

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            7,554

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Barry R. Weingast at Stanford University, Department of Political Science

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        A Conceptual Framework for Interpreting Recorded Human History

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Douglass C. North, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    John Joseph Wallis, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Violence and Social Orders

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Douglass C. North
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Constitutions, Corporations, and Corruption: American States and Constitutional Change

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    John Joseph Wallis
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Legal Regime and Business's Organizational Choice: A Comparison of France and the United States

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Naomi R. Lamoreaux
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Jean-laurent Rosenthal
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Self-Enforcing Constitutions: With an Application to Democratic Stability in America's First Century

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Sonia Mittal
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Barry R. Weingast
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Self-Enforcing Consititutions: With an Application to Democratic Stability in America's First Century

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Barry R. Weingast
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Concept of Systematic Corruption in American Political and Economic History

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        John Joseph Wallis
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Recent Behavior of Business Fixed Investment in the United States and the Role of Computers

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Owen Evans
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Constructing Self-Enforcing Democracy in Spain

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Barry R. Weingast
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Ideas, Interest, and Credible Commitments in the American Revolution

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Jack N. Rakove, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Andrew R Rutten, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.093 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

