

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
							
								
								Copy DOI
								

							

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	The Anatomy of a Likely Donor: Econometric Evidence on Philanthropy to Higher Education

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
                    Colorado College Working Paper No. 2008-05
 
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			27 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 8 Jul 2008
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Christen LaraChristen Lara
Colorado College - Department of Economics and Business
Daniel K. N. Johnson
Colorado College - Department of Economics and Business; NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: July 8, 2008

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		In 2006, philanthropic giving to higher education institutions totaled $28 billion, with the top school receiving just under a billion dollars. Roughly fifteen percent of those funds came from alumni donations. This paper builds upon existing economic models to create an econometric model predicting the ever-more important pattern of alumni giving. We test the model using data from over 22,000 alumni at a private liberal arts college, and report on the probable profiles for annual fund donors and alumni willing and able to give major gifts. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: philanthropy, alum, donations, education financing

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: I22, Z13

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Lara,  Christen and Johnson,  Daniel Kent Neil, The Anatomy of a Likely Donor: Econometric Evidence on Philanthropy to Higher Education (July 8, 2008). Colorado College Working Paper No. 2008-05,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1157052 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.1157052 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Christen Lara

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Colorado College - Department of Economics and Business  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					14 E Cache La Poudre Street
Colorado Springs, CO  80903
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Daniel Kent Neil Johnson (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Colorado College - Department of Economics and Business  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					14 E Cache La Poudre Street
Colorado Springs, CO  80903
United States
719-389-6654 (Phone)
719-389-6927 (Fax)

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://faculty1.coloradocollege.edu/~djohnson
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					40 Rector St.
5th Floor
New York, NY  10006
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      405

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    2,305

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  133,973

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        2 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       21 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Econometrics: Multiple Equation Models eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Econometrics: Multiple Equation Models eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,444

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            4,871

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Public Economics: Publicly Provided Goods eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Public Economics: Publicly Provided Goods eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,290

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            2,315

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Public Economics: Miscellaneous Issues eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Public Economics: Miscellaneous Issues eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,244

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            4,379

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Nonprofit Organizations eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Nonprofit Organizations eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              341

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            2,110

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Altruism and the Child-Cycle of Alumni Giving

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Jonathan Meer
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Harvey S. Rosen
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Sources and Uses of Annual Giving at Private Research Universities

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Ronald G. Ehrenberg
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Christopher L. Smith
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Effect of University Endowment Growth on Giving: Is There Evidence of Crowding Out?

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Sharon M. Oster
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Legacies in Black and White: The Racial Composition of the Legacy Pool

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Cameron Howell
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Sarah E. Turner
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Impact of Athletic Performance on Alumni Giving: An Analysis of Micro Data

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Jonathan Meer
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Harvey S. Rosen
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Family Bonding with Universities

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Jonathan Meer
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Harvey S. Rosen
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Does Government Funding Alter Nonprofit Governance? Evidence from New York City Nonprofit Contractors

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Katherine M. O'regan
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Sharon M. Oster
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.094 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
