

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	The Efficacy of Parochial Politics: Caste, Commitment, and Competence in Indian Local Governments

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
                    Yale University Economic Growth Center Discussion Paper No. 964
 
                    Yale Economics Department Working Paper No. 53
 
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			49 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 24 Sep 2008
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Kaivan D. MunshiKaivan D. Munshi
Brown University - Department of Economics
Mark R. Rosenzweig
Yale University - Economic Growth Center; Yale University - Cowles Foundation


		

	
	
	
	
	


	
	
		
			[image: Multiple version icon]There are 2 versions of this paper
		
	


	
		
		

		
			
				

				
					

					
						
							
						

						
							
								
									The Efficacy of Parochial Politics: Caste, Commitment, and Competence in Indian Local Governments

								
							
							
							
								Yale University Economic Growth Center Discussion Paper No. 964, Yale Economics Department Working Paper No. 53
							

							
							
								
									Number of pages: 49
								
								
									Posted: 24 Sep 2008
								
								
							

							
							
								
								You are currently viewing this paper
							

							
						

						
							
							Downloads
							  143
							
						

					

					
					

					
						
							
						

						
							
								
									The Efficacy of Parochial Politics: Caste, Commitment, and Competence in Indian Local Governments
									

								
							
							
							
								NBER Working Paper No. w14335
							

							
							
								
									Number of pages: 49
								
								
									Posted: 15 Sep 2008
								
								
									Last Revised: 03 Sep 2022
								
							

							
						

						
							
							Downloads
							   44
							
						

					

					
				

			

		

	

	


	
	
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: September 2008

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		Parochial politics is typically associated with poor leadership and low levels of public good provision. This paper explores the possibility that community involvement in politics need not necessarily worsen governance and, indeed, can be efficiency-enhancing when the context is appropriate. Complementing the new literature on the role of community networks in solving market problems, we test the hypothesis that strong traditional social institutions can discipline the leaders they put forward, successfully substituting for secular political institutions when they are ineffective. Using new data on Indian local governments at the ward level over multiple terms, and exploiting the randomized election reservation system, we find that the presence of a numerically dominant sub-caste (caste equilibrium) is associated with the selection of leaders with superior observed characteristics and with greater public good provision. This improvement in leadership competence occurs without apparently diminishing leaders' responsiveness to their constituency. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Politics, Commitment, Governance

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: H11, H44, O12

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Munshi,  Kaivan D. and Rosenzweig,  Mark Richard, The Efficacy of Parochial Politics: Caste, Commitment, and Competence in Indian Local Governments (September 2008). Yale University Economic Growth Center Discussion Paper No. 964, Yale Economics Department Working Paper No. 53,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1272500
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Kaivan D. Munshi

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Brown University - Department of Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					64 Waterman Street
Box B
Providence, RI  02912
United States
401-863-9331 (Phone)
401-863-1970 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Mark Richard Rosenzweig (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Yale University - Economic Growth Center  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Box 208269
New Haven, CT  06520-8269
United States
203-432-3620 (Phone)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: Yale University - Cowles Foundation]
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Yale University - Cowles Foundation 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Box 208281
New Haven, CT  06520-8281
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      143

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    3,203

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  293,137

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        1 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       28 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Leadership Educator: Courses, Cases & Teaching eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Leadership Educator: Courses, Cases & Teaching eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,186

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              312

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Nitin Nohria at Harvard Business School, Rakesh Khurana at Harvard Business School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Public Choice: Public Goods eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Public Choice: Public Goods eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,165

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            3,385

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Political Economy: Structure & Scope of Government eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Political Economy: Structure & Scope of Government eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,148

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            4,691

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Leadership Selection & Compensation eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Leadership Selection & Compensation eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,074

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              453

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Nitin Nohria at Harvard Business School, Rakesh Khurana at Harvard Business School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Development Economics: Macroeconomic Issues in Developing Economies eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Development Economics: Macroeconomic Issues in Developing Economies eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              609

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           26,308

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Development Economics: Regional & Country Studies eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Development Economics: Regional & Country Studies eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              582

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           27,001

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Powerful Women: Does Exposure Reduce Bias?

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Lori A. Beaman, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Raghabendra Chattopadhyay, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Powerful Women: Does Exposure Reduce Bias?

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Lori A. Beaman, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Raghabendra Chattopadhyay, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Powerful Women: Does Exposure Reduce Bias?

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Lori A. Beaman, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Raghabendra Chattopadhyay, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Sticking With Your Vote: Cognitive Dissonance and Voting

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Sendhil Mullainathan
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Ebonya L. Washington
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Just Rewards? Local Politics and Public Resource Allocation in South India

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Timothy J. Besley, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Rohini Pande, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Parochial Politics: Ethnic Preferences and Politician Corruption

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Abhijit V. Banerjee
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Rohini Pande
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Parochial Politics: Ethnic Preferences and Politician Corruption

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Abhijit V. Banerjee
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Rohini Pande
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Incumbents' Interests, Voters' Bias and Gender Quotas

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Guillaume R. FrÃ©chette, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Francois Maniquet, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Efficacy of Parochial Politics: Caste, Commitment, and Competence in Indian Local Governments

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Kaivan D. Munshi
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Mark R. Rosenzweig
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Incumbents' Interests and Gender Quotas

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Guillaume R. FrÃ©chette, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Francois Maniquet, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.167 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

