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		Abstract

		The Democratic Republic of Vietnam's legal reforms after the Declaration of Independence in 1945 were largely informed by the legal changes introduced in other socialist states. While initially Vietnam received advice from China, in the late 1950s it moved to mirror major reforms in the USSR. In an era when Vietnam and Russia established socialist administrations, it is possible to consider the nature of 'borrowing' court systems where the political ideology is shared.    

A study of the Vietnamese system of dispute resolution over the period 1945 to 1976 and comparison with the Soviet system of courts reveals significant similarities, but also, on closer analysis, real differences. The institutional structure introduced into northern Vietnam and based on the Soviet model becomes 'Vietnamese', exhibiting characteristics of the previous local court systems and distancing the Soviet experience. In particular, distinctive attitudes to law and legal training are revealed, together with diverging uses of courts.     

The significant role played by legal culture in the transformation of transplanted legal institutions emerges. The role of morality (both revolutionary and Confucian) and the marginalisation of law that resulted from the emphasis on moral conduct produced a 'Vietnamese-style' system of dispute resolution. French colonialism, the protracted Vietnamese war, regionalism and an historical distrust of formal dispute resolution (both French and socialist) also affected the Soviet model in its new location.    

While the shared political orientation of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam and USSR enabled the Vietnamese to embrace a court system based on Soviet lines in the 1950s and 1960s, local Vietnamese influence reshaped and redefined the Soviet model. This analysis uses a particular definition of legal culture to ascertain its explanatory power and limits in ascertaining what will transform borrowed laws or legal institutions.     

The author provides a postscript to her thirty-year study, concluding with an analysis of the current Vietnamese court system. Here the complexity of the contemporary expectations of Vietnamese courts comes to the fore. The transplanted court system is no longer under the sole influence of socialist models, but is now responding to such diverse interests as the Communist Party of Vietnam, foreign investors and donors. The author identifies and explores the tensions manifest in a court system conceived and constructed as a political institution, which is being reshaped (at least by some) as a legal institution. 
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