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		Abstract

		This paper is a guide to the rapidly growing area of research and activity I call 'new commons.' Simply put, new commons (NC) are various types of shared resources that have recently evolved or have been recognized as commons. They are commons without pre-existing rules or clear institutional arrangements. The paper introduces a map that outlines the NC resource sectors and identifies some of the salient questions that this new area of research raises. In addition, it examines the relationship between new commons and traditional common-pool resources and common property regimes.  

This overview includes a survey of the physical resources, the user communities, the literature, and some of the major collective action activities. Tacking new commons over several years has demonstrated that this vast arena is inhabited by heterogeneous groups from divergent disciplines, political interests, and geographical regions that are increasingly finding the term 'commons' crucial in addressing issues of social dilemmas, degradation, and sustainability of a wide variety of shared resources. The resource sectors include scientific knowledge, voluntary associations, climate change, community gardens, wikipedias, cultural treasures, plant seeds, and the electromagnetic spectrum. All of these new resource sectors and communities require rigorous study and analysis in order to better grasp the institutional nature of these beasts. This map is designed to serve as an introductory reference guide for future scholarly work. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: new commons, common pool resources, Workshop, IASC, collective action

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Hess,  Charlotte, Mapping the New Commons (July 1, 2008).  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1356835 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.1356835 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Charlotte Hess (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Syracuse University Library  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					222 Waverly
Syracuse, NY  13244
United States
315-443-5528 (Phone)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				    3,968

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			   16,550

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			    4,936

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	      105 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				      473 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Natural Resources Law & Policy eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Natural Resources Law & Policy eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              338

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,217

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Jennifer Rushlow at Vermont Law School - Environmental Law Center

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Spectrum Commons in Theory and Practice

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Jerry Brito
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Spectrum Commons in Theory and Practice

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Jerry Brito
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        An Examination of Patents, Licensing, Research Tools, and the Tragedy of the Anticommons in Biotechnology Innovation

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Michael S. Mireles
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Logic of Scarcity: Idle Spectrum as a First Amendment Violation

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Stuart Minor Benjamin
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Copyright Law as a Silencing Restriction on Non-Infringing Materials - Unveiling the Real Scope of Copyright's Diversity Externalities

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Guy Pessach
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Public's Domain: The Evolution of Legal Restraints on the Government's Power to Control Public Access Through Secrecy or Intellectual Property

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Edward Lee
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Toward an Ecology of Intellectual Property: Lessons from Environmental Economics for Valuing Copyright's Commons

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Frank Pasquale
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Regulating Vending in the Sidewalk Commons

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Gregg W. Kettles
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The City as an Ecological Space: Social Capital and Urban Land Use

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Sheila Foster
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.078 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
