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		Abstract

		On a trial for indictment in England & Wales, matters of fact are within the competency of a jury of 12 people drawn, at random, from the locality and from the electoral role by the Jury Selection Board. Matters of law are determined by the presiding judge.   

Offenses triable either way give the accused the elective right to choose trial in a magistrate's court or trial by jury in a Crown court. Other more serious offenses are triable only on indictment. In such cases, there is no elective right to choose the mode of trial. The matter must be tried by a judge and jury.   

In this paper, I explore the need for transparency in our criminal trials and analyze the dichotomy of accountability between the medieval jury and the modern jury. The paper critically considers the self-informing nature of the ancient jury as opposed to the supposed and desired ignorance of the modern criminal trial. It concludes by alluding to the legitimacy deficit inherent in a system that divests the trial process with transparency. 
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