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		Abstract

		InDret 3/2007 offers to its readers the 5th edition of the second chapter of the Product Liability Guide, that includes judicial opinions awarding damages for harm caused by defective electrical appliances, toys and household gadgets, issued by the Spanish Supreme Court between the date of the publication of the 4th edition (November 2004) and present, July 2007, as well as the decisions issued by the different Spanish Courts of Appeals during the same period.  

The 5th edition of this Guide is published in separate chapters for two main reasons:  

- The significant increase in the number of cases decided by the Courts of Appeals made the Guide difficult to administer and not that useful. In addition to the 400 decisions included in the 4th edition, we have added around 200 more cases. However, the amount of cases on the three product categories above-mentioned can be easily handled. In the 4th edition there were 15 judgments awarding damages for harm caused by electrical appliances, 1 by toys and 16 by household gadgets. Now we present 27, 4 and 24 cases, respectively. In total, the second chapter of this Guide enlarges from 32 to 55 cases.  

- The need to revisit on a case-by-case basis, the relevancy of some essential distinctions such as the difference between liability under contract and tort liability. For some product types presented in the old editions of this Guide this distinction was not very important. However, its relevancy appears unquestionable today and our readers will find this analysis in future chapters of this Guide for products such as, for example, gas and electricity.  

In this edition Indret classifies cases by Court issuing the opinion - Supreme Court cases and Courts of Appeals cases - and by chronological order, from the present backwards.  

Finally, the 5th edition quotes some comments made by Spanish authors on opinions included in the Guide.  

InDret will publish new updated chapters for each case type. The team in charge of this Guide believes that it has been improved and hopes to count on your trust. 
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