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		Abstract

		During this chaotic time before the full impact of the emerging flu is clear...glaring inadequacies of our flu preparedness program have come to the fore. Notably amongst these are the failures in school readiness. The lack of a systematized matrix or decision-making tree for local officials, most without scientific training, to address before taking action - whether proactive or defensive - is manifested by ad hoc closures, delayed  data, and conflicting information, all of which engenders additional confusion and needless alarm.  

Students and teachers will be the most directly affected by our blindsighted approach to pandemic preparedness. However, parents are being saddled with undue additional responsibilities, not to mention emotional burdens, as they plow through the rapid-fire information, wondering if local officials are acting in the best interests of their children. While mindful that the â€œcorrectâ€� decisions will need to encompass a balancing of the need to educate, with the mandate to avoid exposure, such decisions become impossible without good data properly understood, and constantly reevaluated - against measurable objectives - as new data emerges.  

This article documents the exact type of data parents (and politicians) need to have to wage an effective battle with this nascent and ongoing outbreak in order  to make informed and prudent decisions. The article also discusses methods of data presentation to enable maximum understanding of this information, as well as enabling pattern recognition for maximization of accurate predictions.  

Finally, the article lists ten real-time, doable, things parents (and politicians) can implement or recommend right now for their school districts, (and consider for homes) that will make a difference in reducing the transmission of this disease (and others). 
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