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		“Power through relationships” in a discussion of Victorian novels, suggests a stereotypical “feminine” manipulation of men.  Duncan’s interpretation of social relationships, however, reveals her concern with the political nature of man, and her portraits of human interactions parallel her vision of the political relationships between nations. This article illuminates the parallel that Duncan draws between the political concerns of Victorian colonial nations, and the social concerns of her fictional colonial characters.  Where the political aspects of Duncan's plots reflect her vision of international political reality, the social aspects are an indication of the directions Duncan saw for future international relations between Britain and her colonies. 
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