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		The article explores the relevance of law to the lives of ordinary Russians.  Drawing on the discussion in six focus groups composed of Russians who had recently participated in home repair projects, the analysis traces their behavior using the â€œdisputing pyramidâ€� framework developed by Felstiner, Abel, and Sarat.  Few of the homeowners were satisfied with the outcomes of their projects, but less than half made any sort of claim.  Their belief that the substantive law would block their claims emerged as a more important explanatory variable than a lack of trust in judicial institutions due to corruption.  The initial hypothesis that age (as a proxy for exposure to Soviet-era justice) would be a powerful predictor of behavior was not born out.  The research suggests that gender and location may be more robust predictors. 
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