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		Abstract

		It is a basic aspect of the liberal justification of secularism qua state religious neutrality as the most appropriate constitutional framework for a complex, morally diverse society that it gives especially firm guarantees to religious and other minorities. However, there is no obvious reason why a religious minority should automatically sign on to Rawlsâ€™s overlapping consensus rather than an overlapping consensus of the religiously devout. What may be minority groups in theological matters may easily see themselves as belonging to a broader and more important majority of the faithful in political matters.  And what may be crucial disputes in theology or hermeneutics may have no bearing on a broader political consensus. This article focuses on internal Islamic debates on the ideal moral, religious and political approach to take toward issues of neutrality and justification within non-Muslim liberal democracies, with special focus on the Islamic jurisprudence of the Muslim minority condition (fiqh al-aqalliyyat). The chapter canvasses both views that see Western aspirations to secularism as an added objection to faithful citizenship within such societies and views that see aspects of secularism and neutrality as solving certain problems of conscience for pious Muslims, particularly the problem of being seen to profess fidelity to a non-Islamic conception of truth when professing fidelity to a non-Islamic political system. 
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