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		Abstract

		In crafting their definition of a stakeholder , Post, Preston and Sachs (PPS) paraphrase what they call “Freeman’s loose statement” that a “stakeholder in an organization is (by definition) any group or individual who can affect or is affected by the achievement of the activities of an organization (p.18 PPS).”  Mapping this definition of a stakeholder onto a quotation plucked from the OECD, PPS go on to characterize Freeman’s definition as “absurdity (p.19),” because it includes an organization’s competitors as stakeholders.  PPS defend this “narrowing” of the definition of a stakeholder with the assertion that competitors interests are “directly opposed” to those of the focal corporation.  Because I agree that, “…stakeholder management is necessarily an ongoing process, flexible and situation specific (p.26 PPS)”, I take issue with the omission of competitors from stakeholder evaluation. In this short paper I will offer six good reasons why the competition should always be on the stakeholder map. 
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