

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Being Less Active and Outnumbered? The Political Participation and Relative Pressure Potential of Young People in Europe

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
                    A YOUNG GENERATION UNDER PRESSURE? J. Tremmel, ed., New York: Springer, 2009
 
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			28 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 17 Jan 2008
		
			Last revised: 27 Jul 2009
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Achim GoerresAchim Goerres
University of Duisburg-Essen - Institute of Political Science


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: November 14, 2007

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		Does demographic ageing matter for the political participation process in Europe? Evidence from the European Social Survey shows that the political participation process in Europe is currently skewed in favor of middle-aged people who dominate in their pressure potential measured through their participation levels and demographic size over other age groups. Older people, the fastest growing age group, come in second on almost all dimensions of participation. Young people, unlikely to increase in numbers in the near future, have the lowest pressure potential due to their low participation rates and their small demographic weight. Since age groups differ in their political preferences, young people may be less able to convey information about their different preferences to and to exert pressure on political elites than other age groups. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: demographic change, aging, ageing, young people, political participation, European Social Survey

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Goerres,  Achim, Being Less Active and Outnumbered? The Political Participation and Relative Pressure Potential of Young People in Europe (November 14, 2007). A YOUNG GENERATION UNDER PRESSURE? J. Tremmel, ed., New York: Springer, 2009,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1084978
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Achim Goerres (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Duisburg-Essen - Institute of Political Science  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Lotharstrasse 65
Duisburg, D-47057
Germany

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.achimgoerres.de
				

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      190

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    1,488

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  286,703

		

		
	


	

	
		
			
				       34 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Political Theory: Political Philosophy eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Political Theory: Political Philosophy eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              605

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            7,760

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Tracy B. Strong at University of Southampton - Division of Politics & International Relations

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Political Behavior: Cognition, Psychology, & Behavior eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Political Behavior: Cognition, Psychology, & Behavior eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              418

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            7,303

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Yusaku Horiuchi at Affiliation not provided to SSRN

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Determinants of Public Education Expenditures: Evidence from the States, 1950-1990

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Raquel FernÃ¡ndez
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Richard Rogerson
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Self-Interest, Social Beliefs and Attitudes to Redistribution: Re-Addressing the Issue of Cross-National Variation

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Katerina Linos
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Martin R. West
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Attitudes Towards Redistributive Spending in an Era of Demographic Aging: The Rival Pressures from Age and Income in 14 OECD Countries

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Marius R. Busemeyer, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Achim Goerres, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Exploring Attitudes Towards the Welfare State: Students' Views in Eight Democracies

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Clara Sabbagh
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Pieter Vanhuysse
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Young and Old Competing for Public Welfare Services

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Lars-erik Borge
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        JÃ¸rn RattsÃ¸
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Are the Elderly a Threat to Educational Expenditures?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Alejandra Cattaneo
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Stefan C. Wolter
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Demographic Change and Public Education Spending: A Conflict between Young and Old?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Stefan C. Wolter
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Ueli Grob
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Age-Based Self-Interest, Intergenerational Solidarity and the Welfare State: A Comparative Analysis of Older Peopleâ€™s Attitudes Towards Public Childcare in 12 OECD Countries

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Achim Goerres
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Markus S. Tepe
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Can We Improve the Measurement of Attitudes Towards the Welfare State? A Constructive Critique of Survey Instruments with Evidence from Focus Groups

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Achim Goerres
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Katrin Prinzen
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Doing it for the Kids? The Determinants of Attitudes towards Public Childcare in Unified Germany

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Achim Goerres
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Markus S. Tepe
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.078 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

