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		This paper examines the interaction effect between time (successive elections), district magnitude, and social heterogeinity on the effective number of electoral district parties. Using a new dataset of electoral results on district level in 18 countries, the well know interaction effect between district magnitude and social heterogeinity was retested not at national level but at district level. The results confirm that the interaction effect between district magnitude and social heterogeinity is a superior model compared to other models. Further, the introduction of time (elections) in our model seems to be very important. When districts are large and countries are heterogeneous, the number of parties increases over time. These findings are new and were never before empirically tested. We argued in this paper that the use of a multilevelmodel is the appropriate method to test interaction effects on the number of parties over time. The introduction of this method in this kind of research is also new. 
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