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		Abstract

		Challenges to executive compensation occupy today’s headlines, but as this Article shows fights over executive compensation have a long history. Executive compensation first took the national stage in the 1930s, when revelations of corporate chieftains’ million-dollar-a-year pay packages sparked outrage and campaigns to cap executive compensation through measures including new requirements for pay disclosure, litigation against boards of directors, punitive taxation, and direct government limits on pay. These campaigns forced lawmakers and courts to wrestle not only with angry voters and shareholders but also with fundamental questions: how, in an era when ownership and control had been separated, could the managers of the modern corporation be controlled? How much did executives, or anyone, deserve to be paid? And, who would decide? The fights revealed deep tensions between some legislators’ and courts’ desire to subject executive pay to a level of scrutiny and control not seen before or since, and their reluctance to become to entangled with the internal workings of corporations. The story told here is, in part, of the rise and fall of ambitious attempts to curb executive compensation and the success of more modest innovations. This Article, the first legal history of this overlooked episode, not only recounts the 1930s struggles but draws a contrast between the wide-ranging battles over compensation of seventy years ago and the today’s more narrow debates. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: corporate governance, managers, executives, disclosure, executive compensation, 1930s

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	

























    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Wells,  Harwell, 'No Man can be Worth $1,000,000 a Year': The Fight Over Executive Compensation in 1930s America. University of Richmond Law Review, Vol. 44, p. 689, January 2010, Temple University Legal Studies Research Paper No. 2009-36,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1462791
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Harwell  Wells (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Temple University - James E. Beasley School of Law  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1719 N. Broad Street
Philadelphia, PA  19122
United States
215-204-1183 (Phone)
215-204-1185 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research you’d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      613

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    3,399

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			   81,045

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        1 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       52 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Temple University Beasley School of Law Legal Studies Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Temple University Beasley School of Law Legal Studies Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                           12,414

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              870

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Jaya Ramji-Nogales at Temple University - James E. Beasley School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Corporate Finance: Governance, Corporate Control & Organization eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Finance: Governance, Corporate Control & Organization eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            3,252

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           34,097

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        René M. Stulz at Ohio State University (OSU) - Department of Finance

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Legal History eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Legal History eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            3,060

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           15,014

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Reva Siegel at Yale University - Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Corporate Law: Corporate & Financial Law: Interdisciplinary Approaches eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Law: Corporate & Financial Law: Interdisciplinary Approaches eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,744

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,380

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        James A. Fanto at Brooklyn Law School and Co-Director of the Center for the Study of Business Law & Regulation

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Corporate Law: Corporate Governance Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Law: Corporate Governance Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,551

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            9,007

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Bernard S. Black at Northwestern University - Pritzker School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Corporate Governance & Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Governance & Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,091

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           10,772

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Lucian A. Bebchuk at Harvard Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Organizations & Markets: Motivation & Incentives eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Organizations & Markets: Motivation & Incentives eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,062

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,318

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Corporate Governance: Compensation of Executive & Directors eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Governance: Compensation of Executive & Directors eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              949

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            2,438

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Lucian A. Bebchuk at Harvard Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    History of Finance eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                History of Finance eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              770

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            2,733

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Victor Ricciardi at Ursinus College

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Executive Compensation

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Kevin J. Murphy
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Are CEOS Really Paid Like Bureaucrats?

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Brian J. Hall
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Jeffrey B. Liebman
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Are CEOS Really Paid Like Bureaucrats?

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Brian J. Hall
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Jeffrey B. Liebman
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Do Corporations Award CEO Stock Options Effectively

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        David Yermack
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Other Side of the Tradeoff: The Impact of Risk on Executive Compensation

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Rajesh K. Aggarwal
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Andrew A. Samwick
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Good Timing: CEO Stock Option Awards and Company News Announcements

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        David Yermack
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Good Timing: CEO Stock Option Awards and Company News Announcements

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        David Yermack
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Use of Equity Grants to Manage Optimal Equity Incentive Levels

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        John E. Core
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Wayne R. Guay
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Other Side of the Tradeoff:  the Impact of Risk on Executive        Compensation

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Rajesh K. Aggarwal
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Andrew A. Samwick
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Stock Options for Undiversified Executives

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Brian J. Hall
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Kevin J. Murphy
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright © 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.094 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

