

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Having a Say and Acting: Assessing the Effectiveness of the European Employment Strategy as an Intra-Governmental Coordinative Instrument

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
                    European Integration online Papers (EIoP),  Vol. 13, Special Issue No. 1, Article 15, 2009
 
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			17 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 2 Mar 2010
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Mariely Lopez-SantanaMariely Lopez-Santana
Schar School of Policy and Government


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: November 18, 2009

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		As the European Union (EU) has strengthened, scholars have emphasized the development of multilevel governance structures and the salience of subnational actors. With the launch of the Open Method of Coordination and the increasing development of non-binding regulations, we must re-consider the potential of this type of governance instrument to serve as an intergovernmental and intra-governmental coordinative mechanism; thus contributing to the development of multilevel governance structures. This paper addresses this issue by focusing on the implementation of the European Employment Strategy and its potential to serve as an intra-governmental coordinative instrument. I argue that this non-binding instrument does informally (de facto) influence intra-governmental relations in member states. In addition, subnational actors have transferred many of these soft principles to lower levels of government. These propositions are explored using data gathered in the EU, Spain, Belgium, and Sweden at both the national and the sub national levels. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: employment policy; governance; multilevel governance; open coordination; policy coordination; social policy; soft law; Belgium; Spain; Sweden; political science

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Lopez-Santana,  Mariely, Having a Say and Acting: Assessing the Effectiveness of the European Employment Strategy as an Intra-Governmental Coordinative Instrument (November 18, 2009). European Integration online Papers (EIoP),  Vol. 13, Special Issue No. 1, Article 15, 2009,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1562477
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Mariely Lopez-Santana (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
					
					[image: Schar School of Policy and Government]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Schar School of Policy and Government  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Fairfax, VA  22030
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      101

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			      976

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  477,365

		

		
	


	

	
		
			
				       40 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Political Economy: Structure & Scope of Government eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Political Economy: Structure & Scope of Government eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,149

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            4,687

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Political Economy: National, State & Local Government; Intergovernmental Relations eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Political Economy: National, State & Local Government; Intergovernmental Relations eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,145

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            7,506

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    International Employment & Labor Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                International Employment & Labor Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              900

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            2,062

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        J. H. Verkerke at University of Virginia School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Law, Norms & Informal Order eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law, Norms & Informal Order eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              872

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,631

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Richard H. McAdams at University of Chicago Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Labor: Public Policy & Regulation eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Labor: Public Policy & Regulation eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              699

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           13,956

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    European Private Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                European Private Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              311

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,798

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Martijn W. Hesselink at European University Institute - Department of Law (LAW)

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Comparative Political Economy: Regulation eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Comparative Political Economy: Regulation eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               64

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           22,129

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Open Method of Coordination: Underconceptualisation, Overdetermination, De-Politicisation and Beyond

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Sandra KrÃ¶ger
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Money, Votes or 'Good' Ideas? Partisan Politics and the Effectiveness of the European Employment Strategy in Austria and Ireland

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Professor Of Sociology Social Policy Weishaupt
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Against the Odds - The Open Method of Coordination as a Selective Amplifier for Reforming Belgian Pension Policies

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Bart Vanhercke
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Construction of EU's Childcare Policy through the Open Method of Coordination

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Elissaveta Radulova
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Governing the Knowledge Society: Studying Lisbon as Epistemic Setting

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Thomas Pfister
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Learning About Policy Learning: Reflections on the European Employment Strategy

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Miriam Hartlapp
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Open Method of Coordination on Health Care after the Lisbon Strategy II: Towards a Neoliberal Framing?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Mark Leslie Flear
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Double Voluntarism in EU Social Dialogue and Employment Policy

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Armin SchÃ¤fer
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Simone Leiber
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            What Kind of Consensus? Conflicting Notions of Effectiveness within the Social Protection Committee

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Anna Horvath
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Open Method of Coordination - Effectively Preventing Welfare State Retrenchment?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Milena Buchs
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.098 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

