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		Abstract

		This article presents a comprehensive theory of law founded on correct ontological, epistemological and axiological bases and proposes that monism materialism and holism will have greater explanatory and predictive power than dualist, atomist and realist  International Relations (IR) theory have had. The theory, though focussed on IR theory, is applicable to domestic law as well.  

Western thought has long been predicated on either an ontological materialism (matter determines mind) or an ontological idealism (eidetic realism: mind determines matter). Normally, the materialist view is also monist (reality is fundamentally unitary), whereas the idealist view is generally presented as dualist (reality is fundamentally binary). This ontological choice between monist materialism or dualist eidetic realism habitually entails either an atomistic epistemology (one can only comprehend reality by decomposing it into discrete real elements) or an epistemological wholism (to understand reality we must examine it as a whole). The epistemological and ontological choices also habitually entail either an axiology of moral scepticism and thus relativism (morals as intellectual constructs have no material existence) or of cognitivism (morals as expressions of the intellect are real entities).   

In fact however these habitual associations are not inevitable: Other choices are possible. The greater part of the endemic conflict in western thought is due to an erroneous linkage of dualism and materialism as somehow necessarily consequent from each other, thinking - wrongly - that dualism implies materialism or materialism implies dualism, or both. A materialist can in fact imply an epistemology based not on atomism, the dominant western paradigm, but rather on wholism. Likewise, axiology can be based not on relativism but on moral cognitivism grounded not on eidetic realism but rather on materialism.   

This presents two ruptures from western thought: First, in describing a monistic materialist reality which must be understood not analytically but synthetically. Second, by describing moral choice not in relativistic terms but as a real entity based in the material world. Rejection of eidetic dualism does not entail moral relativism. Adhesion to a materialist viewpoint does not entail atomism. These two key ruptures are the basis of a unique and far reaching theoretical basis for legal analysis presented here.   
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