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		Abstract

		Indigenous communities in Australia have high rates of inter-personal violence. In June 2007, findings from the Northern Territory Board of Inquiry into the Protection of Aboriginal Children from Sexual Abuse focused public attention on this issue, and prompted a dramatic policy response from the Australian Government â€“ the ongoing Northern Territory Intervention. Violence against Indigenous women and children raises is an area of special concern.   

This study used data from the 2002 National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Survey to identify individual and household factors associated with violence among Australian Indigenous women with dependent children. We found that the prevalence of self-reported violence in this sub-population was alarmingly high: one in four Indigenous women living with dependent children younger than 15 years reported being victims of violence in the previous year. Violence was more prevalent in regional areas and cities than remote areas.  In remote areas, however, mothers who had been removed from their natural families during childhood had nearly threefold greater odds of being victims of violence. Older maternal age was associated with lower odds of experiencing violence, as was the presence of male partners residing in the household. The study findings should help guide the efforts of Indigenous communities struggling to address violence, and aid those from outside the communities who are formulating and delivering services to combat the problem. 
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