

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
							
								
								Copy DOI
								

							

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	The Equivalence of Contests

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
                    ESRC Centre for Competition Policy Working Paper No. 10-5
 
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			20 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 14 May 2010
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Subhasish M. ChowdhurySubhasish M. Chowdhury
Department of Economics, University of Sheffield
Roman M. Sheremeta
Case Western Reserve University


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: December 2009

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		We use a Tullock-type contest model to show that intuitively and structurally different contests can be strategically and revenue equivalent to each other. We consider a two-player contest, where outcome-contingent payoffs are linear functions of prizes, own effort, and the effort of the rival. We identify strategically equivalent contests that generate the same family of best response functions and, as a result, the same revenue. However, two strategically equivalent contests may yield different equilibrium payoffs. Finally, we discuss possible contest design applications and avenues for future theoretical and empirical research. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Rent-seeking, contest, spillover, equivalence, revenue equivalence, contest design

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: C72, D72, D74

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Chowdhury,  Subhasish M. and Sheremeta,  Roman M., The Equivalence of Contests (December 2009). ESRC Centre for Competition Policy Working Paper No. 10-5,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1603968 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.1603968 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Subhasish M. Chowdhury (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Department of Economics, University of Sheffield 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Mappin Street
Sheffield, S1 4DT
United Kingdom

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://https://sites.google.com/site/subhasishmc/
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Roman M. Sheremeta

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Case Western Reserve University  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					10900 Euclid Ave.
Cleveland, OH  44106
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				       91

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			      864

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  510,891

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        3 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       29 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Games & Political Behavior eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Games & Political Behavior eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              420

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            4,328

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Game Theory & Bargaining Theory eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Game Theory & Bargaining Theory eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              326

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,335

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Victor Ricciardi at Ursinus College

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Experimental Comparison of Multi-Stage and One-Stage Contests

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Roman M. Sheremeta
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Contest Design: An Experimental Investigation

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Roman M. Sheremeta
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Self-Selection and the Efficiency of Tournaments

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Tor Eriksson, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Sabrina Teyssier, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Can Groups Solve the Problem of Over-Bidding in Contests?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Roman M. Sheremeta
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Jingjing Zhang
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            A Survey of Experimental Research on Contests, All-Pay Auctions and Tournaments

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Emmanuel Dechenaux, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Dan Kovenock, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Non-Constant-Sum Colonel Blotto Game

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Brian Roberson
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Dmitriy Kvasov
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Entry into Winner-Take-All and Proportional-Prize Contests: An Experimental Study

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Roman M. Sheremeta, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Timothy N. Cason, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Two-Stage Contests with Budget Constraints: An Experimental Study

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        James E. Parco, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Wilfred Amaldoss, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.090 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
