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		Abstract

		This paper argues that majority rule not just a fair way to aggregate and adjudicate between diverse preferences, but also, and perhaps primarily, a predictive tool tapping the famous â€œwisdom of crowds.â€� The assumption is here that the crowd is wise not primarily because it is numerous but because of the cognitive diversity likely correlated with the presence of many people. The epistemic case for majority rule is built on Scott Pageâ€™s model of cognitive diversity (Page 2007) rather than on either the Condorcet Jury Theorem or the Miracle of Aggregation. On this view, the virtue of majority rule is to turn diverse individual judgments into accurate collective predictions. The paper further argues that this task-specificity of majority rule makes it a useful complement rather than a rival to deliberation, whose epistemic properties are more suited to the multi-facetted task of problem-solving. On this view, the virtue of majority rule is to turn diverse individual judgments into accurate collective predictions. The paper further argues that this task-specificity of majority rule makes it a useful complement rather than a rival to deliberation, whose epistemic properties are more suited to the multi-facetted task of problem-solving. 
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