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		Abstract

		In Canada (and throughout the world) the need for specific legal protection for Aboriginal environments arises from two interconnected factors. First, Aboriginal peoples have a unique interdependent relationship with their lands and resources. As Henderson puts it, â€œ[t]he First Nationsâ€™ relationships with the land have always defined their identity, their spiritual ecology, and their reality.â€� As a result, indigenous peoples are more immediately and more profoundly affected by pervasive environmental degradation than their non-indigenous counterparts. This Article argues that tort law remedies may serve as an important supplement to constitutional law avenues in protecting the environments of Aboriginal communities in Canada. Unlike constitutional law, tort law does not include a consultation â€œexemptionâ€�. Rather, it can function as an effective protective mechanism to safeguard the land-based rights of Indigenous people. 
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