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		Abstract

		The signature pedagogy of political science has remained static for many decades in European universities. However, the character of the student body has altered radically. The challenge for lecturers is to motivate (and inspire) a body of students who are increasingly job oriented and less likely to value education for the sake of education. This paper will outline and reflect on two different projects designed to increase student engagement in 2009. Yair (2000) observed that student engagement tends to be higher when students are involved in active forms of learning. Both projects were designed with active and participatory learning at their core. Teaching for Understanding acted as an overarching framework.  

The first project brought students directly into the national political arena. The Department of Government organised for the Constitutional Review Committee of the Joint Houses of Parliament to hold a public consultation session in the University. Students participated in the project to prepare a policy submission on the reform of the electoral system. The project was designed to directly engage undergraduate students in research, which would also contribute to a national policy debate on electoral reform. Students became policy experts through their research and policy sessions. They then made oral and written contributions to the Constitutional Committee. Their contributions have been recorded in the parliamentary record. In the second project, students engaged with the academic publishing process. An undergraduate learning journal was established and this allowed research and research related skills to be integrated into the undergraduate learning experience. The project took students through the entire process of research; from proposal, to designing their programme of enquiry, editing and finally, publication as a journal article. Geiger (2002) described 'peer effects' as students learning from one another. Students participated in publishing workshops and were equal partners on the editorial panel. An essential part of the undergraduate journal is the student ownership and leadership of the project.  

There are interesting parallels between both projects. At the heart of both projects was a desire to engage undergraduates in active political science research and participation. They contributed to the creation of a learning community between faculty, students and policy makers. In particular, the undergraduate learning journal will sustain the integration of research, teaching and learning within the Department. The exchange of ideas and feedback that this relationship engendered allowed faculty and students to learn from one another, and develop a scholarly environment that is beneficial for all concerned.  

This paper will outline the steps in each of the projects and assess the extent to which students engaged with national debates on electoral reform and the academic publishing process. It will present evidence from student surveys and interviews to demonstrate that students were enthused by the projects. The paper will conclude with the faculty reflections on the projects and the extent to which objectives and learning outcomes were achieved. 
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