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		Abstract

		Anton Schmidt was a German officer in Nazi Germany who had aided Jewish partisans with forged papers and military supplies for several months before he was caught, arrested, and executed. Schmidt's story was told by Abba Kovner, as part of his testimony before the Jerusalem court during the trial of Adolf Eichmann. In her report on the Eichmann trial, Arendt described Kovner's testimony as a cathartic and transporting experience, "like a sudden burst of light in the midst of impenetrable, unfathomable darkness." The impact of the story was so powerful, adds Arendt, that among those who witnessed it, "a single thought stood out clearly, irrefutably, beyond question," how utterly different everything would be today in this courtroom, in Israel, in Germany, in all of Europe, and perhaps in all countries of the world, if only more such stories could have been told. 
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