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		Abstract

		African Americans remain proportionally under-represented in the legal profession. According to an ABA report at the beginning of the millennium, only 3.9 percent of the U.S. bar is African American, while almost 13 percent of the U.S. population is black. This underrepresentation exists despite the use of race conscious affirmative action admission policies at most law schools. Given the recent threats to affirmative action, it is necessary for legal educators to shift the methods of achieving racial diversity and proportional minority representation in the legal profession to academically situated interventions. Two problems however are associated with such efforts. First, projects tend to be launched in atheoretical ways. Second, when the discourse in which initiatives are embedded is examined, it is found to derive from discourses of deficiency or rejection. These discourses fault the culture of underrepresented minorities rather than questioning the role of power, privilege and institutional racism in studentsâ€™ lack of preparation. Our project addresses both of these problems. First, in looking at attorneys who successfully navigated the pipeline, the study is conceptualized within a discourse of achievement. We conducted both one-on-one interviews and focus groups with approximately 50 lawyers who met the following criteria: 1) graduated from a US law school between 2000 and 2007; 2) were admitted to the bar in a US jurisdiction; 3) self-identify as African American; 4) are working in some area of law; 5) traveled a â€œprecariousâ€� pipeline to the legal profession. All sessions lasted one hour and were recorded, transcribed and analyzed.  Although the stories gleaned from participants depict a range of contexts and experiences, common patterns emerged related to how the pipeline was entered and navigated. The overarching phenomenon was labeled as â€œworking recognition.â€� This concept describes both the recognition experienced in various forms by participants and the recognition they transformed into strategic activities aimed at overcoming academic, economic, social and/or political obstacles encountered in the pipeline. It was through such activity that our participants ultimately attained recognition as members of the legal profession. Our interpretations reveal a model of early, connected and continuous interventions that would include components that address motivation, skill development, and professional and racial identity issues. 
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