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		Abstract

		An age old problem faced by courts and legislatures in defining child abuse and neglect has been the challenge to provide realistic standards governing parental behavior or misbehavior.  Initial court findings of abuse and neglect can quickly escalate to permanent termination of parental rights, which magnifies the issues.  This article explores the need for realism by examining constitutional mandates of family autonomy, privacy and preservation; the federal Adoption Assistance and Child Welfare Act of 1980, and legal and social work commentary.  The back drop is the effort of the Florida Legislature to revise its child welfare statutes in 1984.  The article suggests legislative changes in the areas of mandating performance agreements, eliminating simple poverty as a child removal standard, requiring court-appointed counsel for indigent parents; and authorizing clear and convincing evidence as the evidentiary standard for termination of parental rights. 
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