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		The present contribution offers a review of the legal protection of biological material – micro-organisms, plants, animals, human material – under Belgian patent law, both past and present.  

Chapter 1 offers an introduction to the complex framework of the legal protection of biological material in Belgium starting from the Scarlet Rose case. Chapter 2 reviews the protection of biological material under the first Belgian Patent Act of 1854.  Genesis and background of the 1854 Patent Act, legal doctrine, policy of the Patent Office and jurisprudence are analysed in detail. Chapter 3 focuses on the protection of plant varieties under the Belgian Plant Variety Protection Act of 1975. The emergence of the European Patent Convention led to the Belgian Patent Act being replaced by a completely new Patent Act in 1984.  Chapter 4 reviews the protection of biological material under the Belgian Patent Act of 1984.  Text, as well as genesis and background of this 1984 Patent Act, legal doctrine, Patent Office policy and jurisprudence are carefully examined. Chapter 5 looks at some recent developments.  The implementation of article 27 TRIPs, as well as the the implementation of the 1998 EC Biotechnology Directive of 1998 are studied. Chapter 6 draws the conclusions of this in-depth analysis. 
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