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		Abstract

		Since 9/11, there has been a revolution in government information sharing technology and policy for national security purposes, such as tracking potential terrorists. Itâ€™s now possible for government employees to connect the dots on national security risks across tens of thousands of government agencies at national, state, and local levels of government.   

This paper addresses two central questions: 1) if the government can connect the dots for government users of national security data, why not for citizens and journalists seeking democratic accountability data?  2) To what extent is the governmentâ€™s information sharing framework for national security an appropriate framework for democratic accountability?    

In answer to the first question, the paper argues that the time has come to revolutionize government transparency through the use of new, governmentwide information sharing technologies.  In answer to the second question, the paper argues that the governmentâ€™s core nformation sharing standards for national security may be a good foundation for democratic accountability data standards but not the institutions created to build upon and implement those standards.  It suggests that the U.S. Securities & Exchange Commission (SEC) and International Accounting Standards Board (IASB) may provide a better institutional model.  

In making its argument, the paper focuses on issues associated with connecting the dots for animate objects (such as elected officials, those that influence elected officials, and those that receive resources granted by elected officials) rather than inanimate objects (such as legislation, government budgets, and campaign contributions).  This is because animate objects hold political power, are the ultimate objects of democratic accountability, and are at the center of debates over fair information practices. 
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