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		Abstract

		Written for a symposium at the University of Minnesota Law School on "Law and the Modern American Family," this essay explores the extent to which American law should recognize, organize, and support a family outside marriage - what might be termed "the flexible family." The essay advances three normative claims. First, nonmarital cohabitation should be more fully recognized and supported by American law. Second, given the mobility of our population from one state to another, the legal structures that recognize and support the flexible family should be portable across state lines for parties who change their state of domicile. Third, American law not only should address the bilateral, or two-dimensional, rights and obligations of unmarried cohabitants to each other but also should do more to protect the flexible family against third parties - hence, in all three dimensions. 
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