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		Abstract

		Sediment - commonly known as mud - is critical to the ecological health of many rivers.  But sediment is also a pollutant under the Clean Water Act (CWA).  The dichotomy came to a head when the state of Missouri refused a 401 Certification for habitat restoration projects on the Missouri River and ordered the Corps of Engineers to stop discharging sediments.  Caught between a rock - the state - and a hard place - a biological opinion compelling habitat restoration for endangered species - the Corps turned to the National Academy of Sciences for advice.   

This paper analyzes the perceived conflict between the CWAâ€™s demand for clean water and the â€œno jeopardyâ€� requirement of the Endangered Species Act (ESA), and determines that the conflict is illusory.  Under the CWA, water quality managers are tasked with creating standards that protect designated uses.  Speciesâ€™ habitat is a use that must be protected under the Act, just as it must be protected under the ESA, and biological integrity is a key objective of the CWA, just as it is under the ESA.  It makes sense, then, that biological opinions should guide decision-makers in setting and approving water quality standards. When it comes to sediment-rich, interstate rivers and other waterways, the Academyâ€™s report is â€œspot onâ€� - effective federal and state coordination is essential for setting appropriate water quality standards, and a one-size-fits-all approach will not work. 
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