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		We analyze the spread of policies dealing with international trafficking in human beings. Arguing that countries are unlikely to make independent choices, we identify pressure, externalities and learning or emulation as plausible diffusion mechanisms for spatial dependence in anti-trafficking policies. We develop a new index measuring governmentsâ€™ overall anti-trafficking policies for 177 countries over the 2000-2009 period. We also assess a countryâ€™s level of compliance in the three main constituent dimensions of anti-trafficking policies â€“ prosecution, protection and prevention. Employing a spatial autoregressive model, we find that, with the exception of victim protection measures, anti-trafficking policies diffuse across contiguous countries and main trading partners due to externality effects. We find evidence for learning or emulation effects in all policy domains, with countries looking toward peers with similar political views or cultural values. Surprisingly, major destination countries do not seem to exert pressure on relevant main countries of origin or transit to ratchet up their policies. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: human trafficking, human rights, spatial dependence of policies

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: O150, F220, P410

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Cho,  Seo-Young and Dreher,  Axel and Neumayer,  Eric, The Spread of Anti-Trafficking Policies - Evidence from a New Index (March 17, 2011). CESifo Working Paper Series No. 3376,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1788809 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.1788809 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Seo-Young Cho

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Marburg - School of Business & Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Barfuessertor 2
Marburg, Hessen 35037
Germany

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.economics-human-trafficking.org/
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Axel Dreher (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Heidelberg University  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Grabengasse 1
Heidelberg, 69117
Germany

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.axel-dreher.de
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Eric Neumayer

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Houghton Street
London, WC2A 2AE
United Kingdom

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://https://ericneumayer.wordpress.com/
				

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      202

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    3,434

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  212,940

		

		
	


	

	
		
			
				       68 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    CESifo Working Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                CESifo Working Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            9,072

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           10,754

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Clemens Fuest at CESifo (Center for Economic Studies and Ifo Institute, University of Munich)

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Public International Law: Human Rights eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Public International Law: Human Rights eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,328

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           13,808

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Alan Sykes at Stanford University - Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Public Choice: Analysis of Collective Decision-Making eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Public Choice: Analysis of Collective Decision-Making eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,175

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           13,557

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Microeconomics: Welfare Economics & Collective Decision-Making eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Microeconomics: Welfare Economics & Collective Decision-Making eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              767

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           17,114

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    International Trade eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                International Trade eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              715

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           27,375

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Human Rights eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Human Rights eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                                5

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           29,659

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Inverse Domino Effect: Are Economic Reforms Contagious?

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Martin Gassebner, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Noel Gaston, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Cost of Complying with Human Rights Treaties: The Convention on the Rights of the Child and Basic Immunization

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Varun Gauri
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Transnational Trafficking, Law Enforcement and Victim Protection: A Middleman Trafficker's Perspective

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Randall Akee, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Arjun S. Bedi, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Spread of Anti-Trafficking Policies: Evidence from a New Index

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Seo-young Cho, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Axel Dreher, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Determinants of Anti-trafficking Policies â€“ Evidence from a New Index

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Seo-young Cho, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Axel Dreher, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Determinants of Anti-trafficking Policies â€“ Evidence from a New Index

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Eric Neumayer, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Axel Dreher, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Compliance with the Anti-Trafficking Protocol

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Seo-young Cho
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Krishna Chaitanya Vadlamannati
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Modelling for Determinants of Human Trafficking

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Seo-young Cho
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Ethnic Fragmentation, Conflict, Displaced Persons and Human Trafficking: An Empirical Analysis

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Randall Akee, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Arnab K. Basu, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.111 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
